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labours of the husbandman; but our friend the col-
lector, soon explained to us, that if any spot of ground
in that rich district were neglected for a very few years,
natural trees, as tall as those we now admired so much,
would soon shoot up spontaneously and occupy all the
soil. We shook our heads at this with the confident
scepticism of ignorance, and exchanged glances amongst
ourselves at the expense of our official companion;
but, in the course of an hour we were compelled, by
the evidence of our own senses, to alter our note of
disbelief. On coming to the real untouched virgin
forest of the climate, we beheld a most noble spectacle
indeed, in the way of scenery, such as I at least had
never seen before, and I have but rarely met with since.
I do not recollect the names of the principal trees,
though they were mentioned to us over and over again,
nor does it matter much, for these would not help the
description. The grand banyan, however, with which
European eyes have become so correctly familiar
through the pencil of Daniell,1 [which is quite matchless
in the representation of the scenery, people, and
animals of India] rose on every side, and made us feel,
even more decidedly than the cocoanut trees had done
in the morning, that we were indeed in another world.
I may remark, that the cocoanut, as far as I know,
flourishes only near the shore. It seems, indeed, to
delight in holding out its slender and feathery arms to
embrace the sea-breeze as it passes. All my associa-
tions, at least, connected with the appearance of this
graceful tree, are mingled up with the cheerful sound
of the surf breaking along interminable lines of snow-
1 [There were three members of the Daniell family, Thomas (1749-
1840), and his two nephews, William (1769-1837) and Samuel (1775-
1811), who were famous for their landscapes of India, Ceylon and
Egypt. Thomas Daniell's most famous work is Oriental Scenery, in six
volumes, completed in 1808. William is best known for his panoramas,
the earliest being one of Madras, painted in 18 3 2. Samuel published a
volume ofTAe Scenery, Animals and Natives of Ceylon in 1806.]
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